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Amendments to the Claims 

1-10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Currently amended) Device for vertebral column support, 
comprising at least one connecting sliding piece for connecting an 
anchoring screw to a fastening rod, the structure of the connecting sliding 
piece being elongate in a general lengthwise direction, the connecting 
sliding piece comprising [[a]] only one first hole conformed for the 
passage and fixing of the anchoring screw, the connecting sliding piece 
comprising only one receiving means adapted to receive a portion of [[the]] 
only one fastening rod oriented along a transverse axis perpendicular to 
the lengthwise direction and to receive clamping means for selectively 
clamping the fastening rod in said receiving means or releasing it 
therefrom, wherein: 

the connecting sliding piece comprises two points conformed to 
penetrate into the bone of a vertebra to retain the connecting sliding 
piece on the vertebra, 

the device having no points which are located outside of ill 6f tM 
i>6UU Ite Aii$6i6A U the region of the sliding piece including the 
receiving means, said points being disposed on the interior face of the 
sliding piece and opposite the receiving means, which are on the exterior 
face of the connecting sliding piece, 

the two points are parallel to and offset from each other in the 
direction of the transverse axis of the connecting sliding piece, parallel 
to the fastening rod, 
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the fastening rod is engaged in the end of the receiving means 
opposite the anchoring screw in the general lengthwise direction. 

12. (Previously presented) Device according to Claim 11, wherein 
each point is a generally triangular flat structure in a plane 
perpendicular to the direction of the transverse axis. 

13. (Previously presented) Device according to Claim 12, wherein 
each point comprises retaining teeth on the two sides of the triangle. 

14. (Previously presented) Device according to Claim 11, wherein the 
interior face of the sliding connecting piece adapted to bear against the 
vertebra is concave and substantially cylindrical with a circular profile. 

15. (Currently amended) Device according to Claim 14. fit Utt<t&tA1 

tmu tm>mi mpuut At um m ttumm tium tutt ut 
muttm m Mtutui tttish u i nttmn tu ttutuu tt tu 

tMMttm imm tUtt Um tlMfflt U A UMfAl UmMiU MUttUU 

tu ttumui tiuut puu tAuntm a nut uu mnuu nt tu 
t>mm am turn At tu mutut mm tu ttmttut nam 
ttM-tuut tmmn mm* aaaaua u umu a ^uum m tu uttmu 
m ttmuA Aim a tmtutu mt utuMmut u tu imtMut 

MUttiM AM U UUite tUMUA MAM Ut UUttiMlj tUM-UA tU 
fAiUMM MA M iAU teteUUi MAM M UUAiUA it tUMfMvh/ M&MM 

tM tUMttUt tJUUt AUtt tMtfiiU U6 f>6Utt t6MMM& U 
UMttAU UU tU UU 6f A UtUUA U UtAU tU tMUttUA UUUt 

$UU M tu uttmAi 
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tM Ui MUti AM iiti>iMi U tM MMM if tM MiU$ i>UM 

mmm tu umnn mmu m tu uutut nu if tM tium f>ati 

AM iUititi tM MteiMU MAM/ MUV\ AM M tM ittitiit fAM if tM 

mMitm tutut turn 

tM ut uutt am t>mim u am taut mm ttut u tu 

UMttiit if tM ttAMMHi mt if tM ttfMitMt tlUUt W*ttl MtAlUl 
U tM fAttMU$ Mil 

tM nttt&uk tu u m&m u tM Mi m tM umnn mam 

iMiiiti tM AMMUH ttHsh U tM MMtAl UUtMUi MMttiiM 

MiMU tM UUtUf fAM if tM tlUUi MMMtUQ i>UM AiAftii ti 

MAt AMUit tM MttiitA it MMAM AM UUtAMUm tfliUtim MU A 

tittilAt i>MfiU( AM 

wherein each point extends in a substantially radial direction of the 

cylindrical interior face of the connecting sliding piece and the first 

hole has an axis that is substantially radial relative to the cylindrical 

interior face of the connecting sliding piece so that the points and the 

anchoring screw converge toward the vertebra. 

16. (Currently amended) Device according to Claim 11. fit MttiitAl 
MUM MMittl tMMiiiM At UAit 6M MMMtfty UiM fit 

MMMtin At AMMtm tttM U A fAtUMM MM tM tttUUM if tM 
MMMtUi tlUUi i>UM UUi HMMU U A MMtAl IMMMUi MMttUU 
tM MtMttiU tlUUt MMtHUQ A fittt MU MMitMi Ht tM 

MtiAM AM mm if tM AMMtUi MMM tM MtMttUi tlUUt MMi 
MMtUUi MMiiiM MAM AiAftii U MMiM A MttUt if tM fAiUMU 
Mi itiMUi AUH A ttAMMtM AAH MtMMiMlAt U tM 1MMMU& 
HMttUt AM U MMiU tlAM-HQ MAM fit MlittiMlij tlAM-ity tM 
fAiUMM tii U tAii MMUiM MAM it MUAiiM it tMMftMl MtMUl 
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tM 66M6ttU§ tli&Ub 6i6t6 tM$tiUi U6 66UU l6i\16U66 U 

MMtmt uu tu mm 6i a uttmu u mum tu uumm mum 
tun u tM uttmu 

tM U6 66MU AM 6U66M6 U tM MiiM 61 tM ilUUQ i>Ut6 
UtlMUi tM UtlUm MAW M tM UUtUt UM 61 tM tlUUi W*ti 
AM 6666iit6 tM tMUUt MMU MUK AM 6i\ tM MUfUt 1A66 61 tM 

t6U6tun mum turn 

tM U6 66UU AM 6AtAJUJ U AM 61U6t ffM 6AM 6tMt U tM 
MUtti6i\ 61 tM UAUUU6 Aiii 61 tM ttumm HUUt 6UtU 6AM1U1 

u tM mmm ttu 

tM UttmH *M U 6tyAMA U tM 666 61 tM Ht6MM6 j MAM 
6666iit6 tM AMMtm ttM U tM MMtAJ Uii&MM MMttUM 
wherein the connecting sliding piece comprises: 
a transverse exterior groove, 

a cylindrical bearing surface forming a first edge of the transverse 
groove opposite the first hole and conformed to receive a portion of the 
fastening rod, 

a clamping hole separate from the first hole in the bottom of the 
transverse groove separated from the first edge of the transverse groove by 
a distance greater than the diameter of the fastening rod, 

an oblique bearing surface constituting the second edge of the 
transverse groove and inclined to the axis of the clamping hole. 

17. (Currently amended) Device for vertebral column support, 
comprising at least one connecting sliding piece for connecting an 
anchoring screw to a fastening rod, the structure of the connecting sliding 
piece being elongate in a general lengthwise direction, the connecting 
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sliding piece comprising a first hole conformed for the passage and fixing 
of the anchoring screw, the connecting sliding piece comprising receiving 
means adapted to receive a portion of the fastening rod oriented along a 
transverse axis perpendicular to the lengthwise direction and to receive 
clamping means for selectively clamping the fastening rod in said receiving 
means or releasing it therefrom, wherein: 

the connecting sliding piece comprises two points conformed to 
penetrate into the bone of a vertebra to retain the connecting sliding 
piece on the vertebra. 

the two points are disposed in the region of the sliding piece 
including the receiving means, on the interior face of the sliding piece 
and opposite the receiving means, which are on the exterior face of the 
connecting sliding piece. 

the two points are parallel to and offset from each other in the 
direction of the transverse axis of the connecting sliding piece, parallel 
to the fastening rod. 

the fastening rod is engaged in the end of the receiving means 
opposite the anchoring screw in the general lengthwise direction. 

wherein the connecting sliding piece comprises: 

a transverse exterior groove. 

a cylindrical bearing surface forming a first edge of the transverse 
groove opposite the first hole and conformed to receive a portion of the 
fastening rod. 

a clamping hole separate from the first hole in the bottom of the 
transverse groove separated from the first edge of the transverse groove by 
a distance greater than the diameter of the fastening rod. 

an oblioue bearing surface constituting the second edge of the 
transverse groove and inclined to the axis of the clamping hole. 
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Miit& i££6Mi/i$ U ZT&M 16/ wherein the clamping means comprise: 
a tightening screw with a head and a threaded shank adapted to be 
screwed into the clamping hole, 

a jumper adapted to be engaged in the manner of a wedge in the 
transverse groove between the oblique bearing surface and the fastening rod 
and adapted to be pushed toward the bottom of the transverse groove by the 
tightening screw with a bearing face in sliding bearing engagement with the 
oblique portion and with an opposite thrust face bearing on the fastening 
rod. 

18. (Previously presented) Device according to Claim 17, wherein the 
jumper is pierced by a jumper hole through which is passed the shank of the 
tightening screw whose head bears on the external face of the jumper to 
push it toward the bottom of the transverse groove. 

19. (Previously presented) Device according to Claim 17, wherein the 
head of the tightening screw includes a polygonal contour axial hole for 
turning it. 

20. (Previously presented) Device according to Claim 17, wherein the 
thrust face of the jumper has a lower portion oriented generally toward the 
bottom of the transverse groove to bear against the fastening rod and an 
upper portion open upward to facilitate lateral engagement of the fastening 
rod. 
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